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1.What? 
2.Why?
3.Where? 
4.How? 
Community
Connection
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1.What is a smart village?

Working definition: 

SMART VILLAGES are 
communities in rural areas 
using innovative solutions 
to improve their resilience, 
building on local strengths 
and opportunities…

https://enrd.ec.europa.eu/smart-and-competitive-rural-areas/smart-villages/smart-villages-portal_en



2. Why create smart villages?

...driven by growing concern for the 
major challenges affecting rural areas 
such as depopulation and access to 
services.



“
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Just over one quarter (28.0 %) 
of the EU-28 population lived in a 
rural area in 2015

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php?title=Statistics_on_rural_areas_in_the_EU&oldid=391832



2. Why (continued)
Opportunities to:

Access digital transformation….
 the transition to a low-carbon and 
circular economy, 
new forms of urban-rural linkages, 
emerging value chains and others.



3. Where 

17 villages.

Croatia:
Babina Greda
Population
3,585





“ Areas that need support:
broadband connectivity; employers’ 

encouragement of teleworking; awareness of 

the potential benefits of a 
rural-urban partnership; attracting 

foreign investment and developing market 
value-added products.
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“ What is a ‘village’ in Greece?
A village is considered as an independent 
rural settlement with a traditional or 

modernconcentration, a population of 50 
to 2,000 inhabitants and whose financial 

independence is maintained by the primary 
sector of the economy, i.e. agriculture, 
livestock, and fishing and inaddition, tourism. 
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4. How? 

17 villages.
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